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Jump to:   RE@CH Festival | Robotics Month | Story Reels & Entrepreneurship | Music Studio | VR (DSCVR) | Clubhouse Connect | Mentoring | 
MIT Media Lab | Youth Spotlight   

 

 

      

   Mark Your Calendars: October 19-23, 2025 
 
Hello Network, 
 
As you may have heard, we are convening our next TCN Annual Conference in 
October at the Phoenix Renaissance Downtown Hotel! We hope you have already 
marked your calendars for this wonderful event. 
 
Our Annual Conference brings together all TCN Coordinators, Facilitators, 
Executive Directors, and CBOs to share ideas, foster collaboration, and discuss 
innovations in STEM education for our global youth members. With ground-
breaking keynotes, inspiring thought leaders, engaging workshops, and fun 
networking activities, this event can't be missed. 

Check out our quick video (01:10) to get you inspired to head to Phoenix!  WATCH VIDEO!  

 

http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org/programs/ac
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/phxbd-renaissance-phoenix-downtown-hotel/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RHZ2eA5BNZPIYBPNHhSWhjRFC0LY-Xkw/view?usp=sharing
http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org
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This is an opportunity for our global community to connect, reflect on experiences, build skills, and plan for the future 
together. We believe deeply in the importance of staff professional development to ensure continuous innovation and 
improvements. Join more than 300 staff and partners from academia, research, government, and the corporate sector 
who attend each conference. |  Youth Spotlight  

“The conference made me feel inspired and connected with my peers. It has me bringing back new activities and 
skills to incorporate with our youth.” - Annual Conference attendee 

Breakout Session Proposals 
We have a new submission process this year 
using an online Google Form, and the 
deadline is May 31. Find submission 
resources here. If you have any questions or 
need assistance with your submission, please 
feel free to reach out to Jae Hughes or your 
Geo-liaison. We are happy to provide 
guidance to ensure that you feel confident in 
submitting a strong proposal. We look 
forward to seeing your ideas and creating 
another engaging and impactful conference 
together. Use this form to Submit Your 
Proposal no later than May 30! 

Visa Letters 
As you may already know, we have prepared a form letter to support any travel visa applications.  

Stay tuned for updates on registration, sessions, and speakers. We can’t wait to see you!  

 

Launching May 5!   

THE GLOBAL RE@CH MEDIA FESTIVAL (Revolutionizing Expression @ The Clubhouse) is our signature platform for youth 
member media projects.  
 
RE@CH encourages youth from 
around the world to express 
themselves about issues that are 
important to them.  
  
Participants create media projects 
that describe their personal 
experiences and give voice to their 
ideas, feelings, and concerns. And 
youth gain exposure of their work on 
the RE@CH site and during the 
Awards Ceremony. 
 
Start thinking NOW about what you’d like to create for this year’s festival. Will it be an individual or group project? 
Plan your project to make sure you have enough time to create, refine, produce final version, and submit (see the 
deadline below). 
 
The RE@CH Festival features a variety of media categories, with 2 winners from each category (a Judges’ Selection Winner 
and an Audience Award Winner).  
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_hk_n7wAAtzMs28kIa963PjL0JW5USED?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_hk_n7wAAtzMs28kIa963PjL0JW5USED?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/NJErWWgPgnYcCnSS7
https://forms.gle/NJErWWgPgnYcCnSS7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CymFfVv2NF0N5zHBqEgwABHXEp5wHvWP/edit
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The Clubhouse Network selects finalists to be voted on by the general 
public, as well as the Judges panel. Finalists are chosen based on the 
following criteria:  

• Thoughtful consideration of subject matter 
• Quality of production 
• Creative concept and/or unique approach to addressing an issue 
• Strength of message and point of view 
• Clarity of message 
• Adherence to festival guidelines 

LAUNCH DATE:  May 5, Monday (8:00 am ET)   

   
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT:  Aug 15, Friday (midnight ET) 

 
Stay tuned for spotlights on a few 2024 participants, and further details 
about this year’s exciting RE@CH festival! 

 

 

The Clubhouse Network has partnered with Xperiential to create a collaborative website just for our global youth members 
(and staff) to have free access to these two dynamic, hands-on learning programs: 

• Story XP: story reel development guidance with professionals from Pixar, Disney, Netflix, and others 
• Entrepreneur XP: concepts and planning to start a business 

REAL WORLD PROJECTS, FUTURE-READY SKILLS 
Both programs are designed to be flexible and self-paced, typically taking 
approximately 20-40 hours to complete. Each program includes multiple 
modules that guide participants through key concepts, hands-on projects, 
and real-world applications, helping learners develop creative skills, build 
confidence, and bring their ideas to life. 
 
Story XP includes: 

• Step by step lessons led by some of the world's best storytellers  
• Ongoing feedback on your work from our creative community 
• Opportunity to showcase your work in our final exhibition 
• Earn a final Story Xperiential Certificate! 

Entrepreneur XP includes: 

• Master problem-solving and creative thinking to transform ideas into viable ventures 
• Explore market opportunities and develop prototypes with peer feedback 
• Create a polished pitch deck and working demo to showcase at the final exhibition 

Click this link and follow the instructions to get started! 
 
 

https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=9b489773f7&e=6d873cd746
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Check out this video to see how one youth member in Australia feels about their clubhouse: Clubhouse to Career | 
Torren's Story (03:07) 
  
At the Social Futures Clubhouse in Lismore, 
Torren began exploring advanced coding 
platforms, which sparked his passion for 
game design. Motivated to learn more, he 
reached out to B.E.E.R (Brewed Engagement 
Extended Reality) Labs - an interactive 
software development lab – that does 
research and develops the latest video 
games, interactive experiences, and 
industrial applications in the XR space. 
During his work experience there, he 
learned how the Unity game engine works 
and how to code with C#, which he used to 
successfully create a 3D platformer! The 
B.E.E.R Labs team also helped him find a 
university in Lismore that offers courses aligning with his aspirations. This experience has provided Torren with a clear 
vision for his future career as a computer programmer. The future of tech is bright, and Torren is on track to make an 
impact! 
 
 

 
Tech Titans in Training: Building the Future After 
School 
 
The Teen Tech Titans are a first-in-Texas FTC Robotics team 
made up of four determined teens from the Best Buy Teen 
Tech Center at The Neighborhood Place in San Antonio, 
Texas. They have just wrapped up an impressive season in 
this year’s Into the Deep challenge. Despite starting with 
limited experience in robotics, the team pushed through 
adversity, learning, and growing--through every iteration of 
their robot. They fought hard during league play, emerging 
as semi-finalists, and then advancing to the semi-regional 
tournament in Corpus Christi, where they proudly served 
as finalist captains. Their journey continued to regionals, 
where they earned the ‘Motivate Award’—a recognition of 
their gracious professionalism, infectious enthusiasm, and 
commitment to the spirit of FIRST. 
  
Now in their seventh season, the Teen Tech Titans 
represent what happens when creativity, curiosity, and 
community support come together. Originally drawn to the 
center for music production, graphic design, and tinkering 
with Scratch, these youth transformed into confident builders, coders, and leaders. This year, they also took on a 
mentorship role, guiding the Teen Tech Center in El Paso as that site prepares to launch its own robotics team. After hosting 
their mentees at the San Antonio League Tournament, the Titans are now focused on using the off season to refine their 

https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=5088d8b484&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=5088d8b484&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=e77a70b41f&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=c9289a81f3&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=9233906e6c&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=9233906e6c&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=c35cca7888&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=d7c8d83563&e=6d873cd746
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skills, deepen their teamwork, and come back stronger. They’ve truly grown into the title of Titans—innovators with heart, 
grit, and a vision for the future! "Being on the team is an amazing experience and opportunity. It helped me to gain 
confidence and make new friends, and it also helped me get out of my bubble to start talking to new people that come into 
the center." 
 
 

 
Philippines: Meet Gilbert P. Balonzo, a Passionate Clubhouse Learner and Mentor 
  
The Bacoor Clubhouse is a vibrant hub for young people to explore their passions and develop skills. One shining example 
is Gilbert P. Balonzo, a 17-year-old Alternative Learning System student who embodies the spirit of the Clubhouse. Watch 
video clip! 
  
Gilbert is an active youth member, eager to 
learn and share his knowledge with others. 
He has participated in Clubhouse workshops 
covering Visual Graphics, Photography, and 
Videography, knowing that these skills will 
broaden his future options. He also 
attended a workshop covering the proper 
techniques and applications for using Adobe 
Lightroom and Adobe Premiere (video 
editing). 
  
He is not always in learning mode, though. 
Gilbert can often be found at the Clubhouse 
mentoring younger members and 
introducing them to activities like virtual 
reality. Now he shares his newfound Adobe 
Lightroom and Premiere knowledge with 
other youth members. 
  
Gilbert's story is a testament to the Clubhouse's commitment to fostering a community where people of all ages and 
backgrounds can learn, grow, and share their passions. Through collaboration and knowledge sharing, the Bacoor 
Clubhouse empowers its members to reach their full potential and make a positive impact on their community. 
  
Here is a big thank-you to Gilbert for his ongoing contributions! 
 
 
 

Nothing Without Joy, with Kelsey Derringer and Matt Chilbert of CodeJoy 

April 24 @ 10:00 am Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

This month, from our Virtual Reality program known as DISCVR, we’ll be bringing you another incredible pair of guest 
speakers as part of our 2025 DISCVR Monthly Speaker Series. 
 
“How do we include more kids than ever in coding and robotics?” 
This was the question Kelsey Derringer and Matt Chilbert asked when they formed CodeJoy in 2019. From that prompt, they 

https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=b8ec45147c&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=b8ec45147c&e=6d873cd746
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built a company to help learners feel welcome, experience success, and interact with real robots from anywhere in the 
world. Their programming is a colorful, fun, interactive experiment in finding ways to build hands-on dynamic experiences 
for educators even when delivered virtually. The tools for achieving that result include hand designed robot puppetry, web-
based programming options that allow a full room of learners to simultaneously engage with physical automation, and 
trainings delivered from a professional TV studio. 
 
In this chat, Kelsey and Matt will share some stories about their journey as educator-entrepreneurs, give us a look at their 
tech setup, and show us a live demo of how they use multimedia tools to interact with learners across the world. 
 
April 24, 2025 @ 10:00 AM Pacific Time (U.S. and Canada) 
Register in advance: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/WuCAQB-kSwWIUpFbrf__Ug 
You will receive a confirmation email with meeting info. 

 
 

Code Joy CEO/Co-Founder, Kelsey Derringer, is a tech based educator and entrepreneur with a 
background in teaching English and literacy. 

 

 
 

COO/Co-Founder, Matt Chilbert, is a multimedia artist and education innovator with a slant for puppetry 
that he picked up while working with the Jim Henson Company and Sesame Workshop.  

 
 

 
 

Don’t Miss Out on our Community of Practice! 
The Clubhouse Network hosts open music studio community forums on the second Friday of each month @ 11 am 
PDT. If you haven’t already attended one of these amazing get-togethers, this is a free space to share experiences, pose 
questions, and build solutions collectively in the hopes that it will increase everyone's capacity to effectively operate the 
recording studio at their sites. Any Clubhouse/BBTTC staff and mentors that are interested in this discussion are invited.  

Remember, all levels of studio and music experience are welcome and valued in this discussion. Please consider joining 
the group, whether you’re a seasoned professional in the recording industry, a new coordinator full of questions, or 
anything in between. Feel free to come just once or every time, as it works for your schedule--no long term commitment is 
required. Since last year, we've had 14 Recording Studio Forums, with 100+ participants over all.  

Recent topics included: 

• Studio space design 
• Tricks for approaching music equipment vendors for donations 
• How to encourage members to work together in the studio 
• Tools for building songwriting workshops 
• How to remote-control recording sessions using phone apps 
• Examples of conduct guidelines created by coordinators 
• Lots of gear talk, and much more 

You're making a difference, and the community wants to hear about your best practices and questions, and 
whatever is on your mind. Hope to see you at the next one! 

https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=c0a78542d3&e=6d873cd746
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TCN is Seeking New Stories About Youth Members and Site Staff 

We are eager to develop more success spotlights and stories from among our 150+ sites around the 
world. 

Who is doing amazing things at your site? Want to help us generate a list of suggestions? 
 
Email possibilities to Jen Miller, Sr Marketing Manager, jmiller@theclubhousenetwork.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagine What We Can Become: Meet the LEGO Papert Fellows 
  
 
 
 

 

 

The LEGO Papert Fellowships, endowed by the LEGO Foundation, are intended to honor the legacy and extend the work 
of Seymour Papert, one of the founding faculty members of the Media Lab and a pioneer in the development and study of 
new technologies to support playful, creative learning, including the ongoing work of the Media Lab’s Lifelong Kindergarten 
programs. 
  
These fellowships support three graduate students each year to ensure the continuation of Papert’s ideas and efforts in 
helping children to learn more creatively. 
  
Click here to discover more and meet the cohorts of each year since its inception in 2017. 

 

mailto:jmiller@theclubhousenetwork.org
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=5d0bd09be5&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=55691c9784&e=6d873cd746
https://theclubhousenetwork.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=955c6a249a7d8ea9b43f29983&id=950d5b2239&e=6d873cd746
https://connect.theclubhousenetwork.org/home
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