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Nevaeh’s Inspiration

At the PHASE 4 Best Buy Teen Tech Center and Clubhouse, the annual global RE@CH Media Festival
and competition gives their young people permission to take their intangible thoughts and feelings,
and turn them into something they can hold in their hands and share with the world.

No one shows this better than a youth member named Nevaeh, who arrived as the daughter of a
Clubhouse alum, carrying anxiety, questions about her identity, and the heavy weight of trauma and
abuse. At first, she was
unsure of her voice, but
in their space, the
camera became her
shield and the
microphone became her
megaphone. Through
participating in RE@CH,
she discovered the
difference between
being looked at, and
being truly heard.



http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7hNpQygLyjBUs05ug2F_BE_YZ2wlFYL/view?usp=sharing

Even though she didn't win that year,
she kept going. The next season, she
learned all about podcasting, and
opened up about her struggles at
home, creating space not only for her
own healing, but for others to speak
their truths as well.

That ripple effect has extended

beyond individual youth member
stories. A youth-led Public Service Announcement (PSA) on food insecurity grew from a short contest
entry into a movement in their Clubhouse sparking conversations about resource-sharing, followed by
service projects that made helping out feel like community, not charity. That energy flowed directly into
their #blackrootsmatter project, which reframed food insecurity into pride through urban agriculture,
and was ultimately recognized at the Best Buy Charity Classic.

“This is what RE@CH does... it transforms silence into self-advocacy, fear into
autonomy, and isolated voices into collective action. For Nevaeh and so many
others, it has been the difference between being a subject of someone else’s
story, and becoming the author of their own.” - Aaron McKinnon,
Coordinator

For more information about the PHASE 4 Best Buy Teen Tech Center and
Clubhouse in Pittsburgh, PA, please visit their site here.

Watch this wonderful video from PHASE 4 about Nevaeh and Aaron!
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