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We are on the home stretch leading up to our Annual Conference, this year to be held in Phoenix, AZ. 
Our ground-breaking speakers this year are going to be truly amazing, and they include:   

• The Clubhouse Network, Sean Curran, Chairman of the Board of Directors 
• The Clubhouse Network, Lisa Cook, CEO 
• Best Buy Foundation, 

Olivia Jefferson, Vice President 
of Social Impact and Executive 
Director 

• Intel Corp Social Impact Office, 
Laurie Horenstein, Strategic 
Workforce Engagement 
Manager 

• Association of Corporate 
Citizenship Professionals, 
Andrea Wood, CEO 

• Dr. Elizabeth Joy, Leadership & 
Wellness Coach 

• Xperiential, Elyse Klaidman, Co-
founder and CEO 

• Mentor, Jermaine Myrie, CEO 
• Special guest Grammy-nominated 

musician with a message 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org/
http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org/programs/ac
http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org
http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org/programs/ac
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A.I. Hands-on Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A compilation of public engagement and professional learning resources for informal science 
educations about Artificial Intelligence: https://www.nisenet.org/AI 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Clubhouse Network is entering its anniversary season: we are planning a 32rd Celebration Event 
to be held at the Flagship Clubhouse in Roxbury, MA on November 7!  
 

 
 
Stay tuned for testimonials, stories, photos and more in the November issue of our TCN Newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org/
https://www.nisenet.org/AI
https://www.nisenet.org/AI
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Career Chat: Coolest Jobs in the Cosmos (and on Earth)! 
    

 
This World Space Week, join STEM Next for a Career Chat moderated by our own teen Flight Crew 
member from Alabama, talking to the STEM pros about the coolest jobs everywhere.  
  
The universe of space careers is HUGE, from designing rockets at Lockheed Martin to unique 
missions at NASA, as well as hundreds of organizations that support these projects.  
 
This conversation with inspiring leaders will focus on: 

• Careers you never knew existed  
• The skills you need to launch your future  
• How to get started NOW on internship, college, and career prep 

  
This event is for young people and teens ready to explore their future. Afterschool program 
leaders, STEM Next would love for you to join live with your youth! 
 

Date: Wednesday, October 8 
Time: 3:00 PM PST / 6:00 PM EST  

Register here  
 

 
 
(CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE) 
 

http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org/
https://www.worldspaceweek.org/
https://dxyymm04.na2.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/L3+113/dxyyMM04/MWbBqLZMQMnV-Mnrz6lYlZxW8GDvjX5D1YhGN1MKF_s3qn9qW95jsWP6lZ3pFW7lmKJR18ksTNW1PVLnq5CsJm_VgSgkz8ts_1MW5TXk3n8qJ6btW2KjTvF40XWBHVvRrHT68g-cnW7h49DV97Sv2WW4nd1zd1znkWfW3DZfvy2CTNyDW21vY1p6tP7k7W3CZfqc8CvsBMW5XRlv18KppswW2WKHF65gjpqGW2yrxd69dLwglW9fnQMx4bJJXgW6pRxWn1vhKlGW60Mvyl6P6fwdW709x6s8RRvnsW4V31hH4hJh8cW2zQ9SR7F98_cN615NnkqKDnvW1BRqph57cCLTW5Mjgmr7lNVCJVNT5nj7GHVdxW2pQWV1146m2ZN94Vszb-2sPxW6wFMG78F4B0VW6NDvbY21yLn9W14jG-g4_pfcxW3kQsj_5hn-rmf6BL4dj04
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Panelists include: 

• Whitley Poyser, Director of Deep Space Exploration at Lockheed Martin: She leads missions 
that will take humans deeper into space than ever before. As Director for the Deep Space 
Exploration Mission Segment, she guides teams building the technologies and spacecraft 
needed for journeys beyond the Moon. 

• NASA's Dr. Sarah Wallace: Her work in the Biomedical Research and Environmental Sciences 
Division at the NASA Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center focuses on understanding how 
microbes behave in the unique environment of space and developing innovative 
technologies to keep astronauts healthy.  

• Matt Nassoiy, Program Engineering Manager for GM’s Lunar Mobility Vehicle project, helping 
design and build the next Lunar Terrain Vehicle that could carry astronauts or gear on the 
moon’s surface. 

 
STEM Next Opportunity Fund is a 501(c)3 nonprofit dedicated to making out-of-school STEM opportunities 
a reality for millions of young people to help them thrive in STEM and beyond. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Holistic Approach for Knowledge Quest in Memphis, TN 

What makes Knowledge Quest special as an 
example of a Clubhouse for youth development 
in STEAM? Knowledge Quest stands out as a 
community-rooted creative hub with a holistic 
approach — it combines academic enrichment, 
nutrition, and workforce development to nurture 
the whole youth and strengthen families in the 
process. 

Innovative Projects. Knowledge Quest teens 
recently worked with AI-driven art tools to explore 
digital creativity and storytelling. Others used AI to 
address real community challenges. Entrepreneurship truly stands out and has become a highlight 
for many teens.  

This Best Buy Teen Tech Center hosted a Geek Squad Academy 2-Day Experience, which was an 
opportunity for youth to explore coding, robotics, photography, and music. These experiences not 
only build technical skills but also foster teamwork, design thinking, and a spirit of innovation. 

 

http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org/
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What's Next? 
Emerging from the Knowledge Quest site, the Soulsville Neighborhood Development District 
(SNDD) is a new initiative focused on revitalizing and reimagining the historic Soulsville community 
through housing, small business support, and cultural preservation.  

While Knowledge Quest focuses on youth and family development, the SNDD takes a broader 
approach to community and economic development. They complement each other — Knowledge 
Quest nurtures people, and SNDD invests in place. Stay tuned for more details about SNDD in the 
next TCN Newsletter.  
 
For more information about Knowledge Quest, visit their site here: https://knowledgequest.org/best-
buy-teen-tech-center/ 

 
AND… 
 
Robotics Competitions in San Antonio, Texas 
The Clubhouse here is hosted by an organization called Family Service, and is home to the Teen Tech 
Titans, a robotics team that competes in FTC (First Tech Challenge), a worldwide 2v2 robotics 
competition.  
 
The Titans have drawn in members from around their 
Clubhouse to build robots using Solidworks (CAD 
software). The 3D CAD files youth members create are 
then printed to become components of the robots they 
build from scratch.  
 
The robots are programmed using JavaScript to 
compete by executing a variety of autonomous 
functions in FTC tournaments. 
 
Along the way, youth are learning how 
advanced code interacts with computer 
vision, odometry, and other autonomous 
functionality.  
 
The Family Service team has made their site a 
leader in the local robotics scene. They have 
converted a garage into a scaled-up robotics 
lab where a variety of complex engineering 
projects are facilitated. Their Clubhouse is 
also a host site for one of the league playoff 
competitions, further establishing their center as a hub for information exchange and mentor 
connections. The Titans now consistently make it to regional championships, and are one of the top 
robotics programs in their league.  

http://www.theclubhousenetwork.org/
https://knowledgequest.org/best-buy-teen-tech-center/
https://knowledgequest.org/best-buy-teen-tech-center/
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Many youth members count their experience with the Family Service robotics programs as providing 
key skills and knowledge for career and college pathways: 

• One member of the team for 3 years has learned multiple STEM-related skills, especially CAD 
development, fabrication, and public speaking. His determination for the team has helped 
him develop from a reclusive youth to team captain. 

• Another member of the team for 2 years has learned coding, 3D designs, and ultimately 
showed a strong interest in graphic design (he currently serves as the visual designer for the 
team card, social media designs, and recruitment flyers). 

• Yet another member has become a team mentor, who now attends St. Mary’s University with 
the help of a scholarship that the Clubhouse helped him obtain. They now teach robotics to 
team participants and onboard newer members during the competition year.  

• Another team mentor began with the Teen Tech Titans in high school. Now he mentors at the 
next level under UTSA’s Rowdy Corps, and he eventually earned his computer science degree. 

 
For more information, visit their site:  https://theclubhousenetwork.org/locations/familyservice/ 
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